Some preliminary results on tuna discards and bycatch in the french purse seine fishery of the eastern Atlantic Ocean by Chassot, Emmanuel et al.
SCRS/2008/117/RS
SOME PRELIMINARY RESULTS ON TUNA DISCARDS AND BYCATCH IN 
THE FRENCH PURSE SEINE FISHERY OF THE EASTERN ATLANTIC 
OCEAN
by 
Chassot E, Amandè MJ, Chavance P, Pianet R, Dédo RG
SUMMARY
Estimates of discards and bycatch in the French purse seine fishery of the eastern Atlantic Ocean 




















was  generally   low but   some species   such  as  wahoo  (Acanthocybium solandri),   rainbow runner 


















Incidental  bycatch  and  associated  discarding  are  difficult   to   estimate  on   the  basis  of   log­book 
information   because   they   are   poorly   reported   by   fishing  masters   and   their   importance   varies 
according to several interrelated factors (Rochet and Trenkel 2005). The issues raised by bycatch 


































“Faux   poisson”   data.   Quantities   of   “faux   poisson”   landed   in  Abidjan   have   been   tentatively 
estimated since the early 1980s based on surveys and counts of pick­up cars conveying fish from the 






tuna   species   caught   by   the   European   purse   seine   fishery   based   on   large   samples   (>   50,000 
individuals) of fish measured at landing fishing ports and collected within the DCR framework as 


















































































































sets  with yellowfin discards  in our dataset,   to a different species composition of catch between 




































compared to 1,927 sets  in  the analysis  of Sarralde et al.  (2006).  Nevertheless,  the frequency of 
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SAI   =   Atlantic   sailfish;   BUM   =   Atlantic   blue  marlin;   CFA   =   silky   shark;   SZY   =   smooth 
hammerhead;  LOL = olive ridley;  LKE = Kemp's  ridley sea  turtle.  FAD = fishing aggregating 
device; FSC = free school













poisson”   landings   at   the   fishing  port  of  Abidjan   in  2007.  FSC =   free   school;  FAD =   fishing 
aggregating device
Table captions
Table 1. Tuna catches landed and discarded at sea derived from observer trips made in 2007. FAD = 
fishing aggregating device; FSC = free school; D/L = discard to landings ratio (%)
Table 2. Occurrence per set (%) and weight (t) of associated fauna taken as bycatch during the 
observer trips of 2006­2007. FSC = free school; FAD = fishing aggregating device
